Phil’s Corner
Take a Trip and Never Leave Home By Phil Fettig
Have you ever sifted and sorted your way through a pile of letters and wondered where they might have been?
Last week I was sorting a stack of rather bland items when a stamp, Australia Scott 218, on a cover caught my
eye. While it was the attractive postage that was my initial focus, a little probing into the history of the
envelope revealed a story of a pioneer flight between Australia and Chile, stopping at locations I would love to
visit!
The end of World War II in 1945 brought increased use of aircraft for peaceful purposes such as passenger and
mail transportation. However as of early 1951, these technical advances had not yet provided flight service
between Australia and locations in South America, such as
Chile.
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A vast amount of airplanes produced by the U.S. during
WWII ended up in storage areas all over the world. When
the Royal Australian Air Force was tasked with making an
experimental flight to Chile in 1951, a surplus
PB2 Catalina seaplane was taken out of mothballs and
prepared for the flight. After testing and preparation
Captain P. G. Taylor, RAAF and his crew took off on
March 14, 1951 on a long flight across the Pacific to

Chile. Figure 1 shows the cover carried on the
flight with a rubber stamp cachet and a cancellation
applied March 12th, in Sydney prior to the actual day
of departure.
I would have loved the trip island hopping across the
Pacific.
The first stop was in Noumea, New
Caledonia followed by the Fiji Islands, Tonga
and Aitutaki. French Polynesia was next with visits
to
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Tahiti and Mangareva. The Chilean Special Territory of
Easter Island was the last layover prior to the destination. Not
only are these places stunning and picturesque, but I can only
dream of the philatelic treasures that could have been created.
Of course, returning to reality, I do not know what postal
services were available and the covers were not canceled at
the stopovers.
Figure 2 shows the arrival cancel at
Valparaiso on March 26, 1951 and the return to Sydney on
April 21st.
The aircraft was returned to inactive storage and is now on
display at the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney. Captain
Taylor [Figure 3] was awarded a gold medal for the flight and
even more impressive, was Knighted in 1954 for his
accomplishments in aviation.
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