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The Florida Philatelist Electronic  

Preservation Project by David M. Allen 
 

How many of you have ever 

read an issue of the Florida 

Philatelist?  Maybe some of 

you do not know what it is, 

(oops, was).  It was the 

newsletter or bulletin published 

by the Florida Federation of 

Stamp Clubs (FFSC) that came 

into being sometime in 1949 

and lasted until 1999 when it was disbanded at the end of FLOREX 1999. 

      

Late in 2014 a scanning project started producing results of electronically preserving the Florida Philatelist 

newsletters and associated pictures and materials using funding from the CFSC (Central Florida Stamp Club) 

and the FSDA (Florida Stamp Dealers Association).  These scans are now displayed on the CFSC web site 

under the “history” tab.  The “history” page contains a link to “associated history” that branches into the Florida 

Philatelist issues and pictures. 

 

The CFSC was one of the founding member clubs of the FFSC.  In the early years the bulletin contained news 

and doings of individual member clubs and news of FFSC meetings and joint ventures.  Later it branched into 

other philatelic information as well. 

 

Your club has provided space to make this historical 

information available on the web for present and future 

generations of philatelists.  If you look at the “Footnotes” 

listing of our club history on the “history” page, you will 

see the many of the references to issues of the Florida 

Philatelist.  Those issues provided the huge majority of the 

early information we currently have about our club.  By 

making the Florida Philatelist available on our web site, we 

give the opportunity to other club historians and like-

minded philatelists to search and gather information about 

their club history and the 50 year history of the FFSC. 

 

The project is by no means complete.  In fact, many of the issues used to find our early club history were used, 

but not scanned at that time.  So they need to be found again.  So if anyone reading this has any old issues not 

listed or knows of where those issues may be found, your help would be greatly appreciated. 
 

[Editor’s Note:  The hobby of philately is lucky to have a huge library of reference material for the use of every collector 

who so desires to explore the depths of a specific topic.  Just look at the width, depth & breadth of information contained 

in the APRL holdings in Bellefonte.  Oddly enough newsletters, show programs and other related ‘disposable’ 

information are often times not saved for future generations.  Sadly this type of data that can be used to document specific 

events, connections, and history related to organizations is lost.  While a single copy of the Florida Philatelist is unto 

itself of little value, a multiple copy run of a year or more, can shed a great deal of insight into the philatelic events of the 

time.  To preserve this information and allow for those ‘connections’ to be made, the CFSC and the FSDA are working to 

find and archive historical data related to the FFSC.  While we do have the first FFSC newsletter from May of 1951 there 

are huge gaps in the newsletters we have available.  If you can provide any information, please contact the Editor.]  
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