What Was The Rest Of The Story? By phillip Fettig

Invariably when purchasing unsorted collections held in boxes and envelopes you find items that beg for the
“Rest of the Story.” They may be complete but many times are just a tantalizing piece or part.

Figure 1 is a membership card in the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic _
Society for the year 1935. Female collectors were less known @fﬂllﬁ:iﬂiﬁﬁi_ﬁﬁiwi Philatelir ﬁm'iﬂy
then as compared to the present. This was a specialized society Dl ancss LA Lt

for its time and | tried to track its existence to determine when it Having paid Annual Dues is entitled

to pri w]eqes aronred for year

faded away. My best guess is in the 1950 — 1970 time period.
The box this card was found in, held very common items, many of
which were tied to the collector. | would have really liked to find

out more, but that did not workout. ——
Figure 1

Figure 2 is a piece of what appears to be a business

size envelope. Ithas 4 airmail stamps from RO 4c 4 RTICLE-ORI .[mLLf
Afghanistan and a cancel | have never seen: “THIS e THISHA R T |kE-UilS
St g5 W CEUNTR { INL lE,TLD
ARTICLE = ORIGINALLY = MAILED  IN = (= 70 § e MAILED X L 5l
COUNTRY INDICATED BY POSTAGE.” If | 15638 St - 3 YEPOSTA
were on the TV Program “Wheel of Fortune” | . G A AL e Ao T
might guess something with the words “Service” Figure 2

and “America”, thus making itsome type of
official mail. But then, if that was correct why did they use Afghan stamps? So, is it some U.S. company with
those words in their name? To add to the puzzle the cancel is a machine type which leaves the question why not
use a hand cancel? Were there that many of items like this that they needed to run a batch through? So many
questions, so few answers!

Figure 3 is really intriguing to me. It is a piece
with 21 cents postage canceled in Honolulu,
Hawaii at 1pm on December 10, 1941. That is
just a few minutes more than 74 hours after the
attack on Pearl Harbor. 1 would love to know
what was in the envelope and where was it
going. It shows evidence of being censored by
the tape residue on the right side. While not
conclusive, the size of the piece indicates it is
from a business size envelope.

Figure 4 is a piece from a parcel that
came “Collect on Delivery” or COD.
The postage includes a one cent
definitive and the 15 cent Parcel
Post stamp, Q7. The COD rubber
stamp is filled out to indicate a
payment of $6.00 for the item shipped
p|US 08 f0r the money Order fee If a NOTIFY 8 ENUER IF PARCEL CANNOT BE DELIVERED
Q7 had been properly used on a cover

g
during the period 1913 — 1925 and

the item was intact, it would have a current catalog value of $350. What was in the package?

Figure 4
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