The Cover Story
The TASCO Educational Booklets by Francis Ferguson

It is kind of strange how things come around in one’s life to be revisited many decades later. As a very young
and inexperienced collector, I recall seeing a TASCO Booklet on the CSA. The booklet at the time was of mild
interest, but soon forgotten in favor of more interesting material. If memory is correct that CSA booklet
[Figure Al on front cover and Figures A2 & A3 on front cover of two of the inside pages] was in the
material that | was given as an 8 year old — that had been in my father’s “collection” when he was a kid. What
happened to that booklet — I have not a clue.

Cat, No,
oo e e THE ISSUE OF 1870-71—Nos. 134 and 145

This issue was produced by the National Bank

THE ONE CENT ISSUES
ot

1870 to 1888

EXPLRIN‘ING and illustrating the varieties

due to the awarding of the printing con-
fract to various companies. These issues
are always confusing and this booklet
should be kept intact for reference, Con-
taing four of the stamps properly clussified
and completely illustrated.

Note Co. on hard paper. The grille was applied

only intermittently as this device was found to

be expensive and was fast losing lavor with

Post Office officials, This, therefore, gives us the

mp at the price indi-

two varieties: No. 134 with grille and Ne. 145

without grille.

Mational
Cat. No. 182

Iy this

fates pr

A

ey

order to keep the price of this booklet at a min-
er, su

imum, we do not include a copy of the grilled stamp, No.

T
i3
<3
5
CEN
B
wE v
Rt |
zET®
American Re-Engraved
THE GRILLE
The grille is an embossed impression upon the
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN surface of the stamp similar to the impression
First Postmastes General made in a pancake by a wafile-iron. This device No. 134—ITf Grilled
The central design of the one-cent issues of 1870 was used as a protection against cleaning the No. 145—1f Not Grilled
to 1888, a profile from a bust by Houdon. ;;ncollatiom from the stamps and re-using them. THE ISSUE OF 1873—No. 156
e grille breaks the fibre in the paper and P
TASCO causes the cancelling ink to souk through the When the printing contract was Iransierred to
stamp. the Continental Bank Note Co. they used the
EDUCATIONAL BOOKLETS
phas HARD AND SOFT PAPER same dies that the National Bank Note Co. had
The best method for differentiating between : s 3 }
UNITED STATES STAMPS haid ond st paper is 1o hold the stamp to @ used, but in order to distinguish their work from
strong light. HARD PAPER will show a pleasing the National printings they cul a crescent-shaped
Published and Distributed by "-nn--:‘oéé}:fl{ul:;;;::;‘d vflilll show no large po- mark in the large ball to the left of the numeral
ATHAM STAMP & COIN COMPANY S e iR et e cepar Gall e W A _
T n g pots, the light 1. The stamps were printed on hard paper, alse,
Springfield, Mass. 1'::9‘: ;::::gf ?}‘:fe ‘:ZPEEM showing through the 80 the dilference from the Continental may only
be told by the secrel mark.

Copyright 1938 by Tatham Stamp & Coin Co.
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Over the years | have read articles on the TASCO Booklets — again with only passing interest. It
was at a recent club meeting night, that an offer of seven of the booklets, sparked a more concerted interest in
obtaining more. (Thank you Peter!) Now for the story about the TASCO Booklets.

Published and distributed by the Tatham Stamp & Coin Company of Springfield, MA, these educational
booklets served to educate those in the philatelic world, but also provided a marketing tool for Tatham to keep
the name in the public eye. The name TASCO comes from the business name: TAtham Stamp COmpany.
From 1938 until 1956, a series of booklets covered topics ranging from “The One Cent Issues of 1870 to 1888
[Figures A4]”, to “The Three-Cent Issues of 1908 to 1920 [Figures A5]” to “The Three cent issues of 1870 to
1887 [Figures A6]” appeared. There are up to 17 different types of the booklets — denoted by T1, T2, T3 ....
T15. But it does not end there, as numerous varieties can be found within the types as the information and
presentation was changed over the years. While many of the TASCO Booklets can be considered to be
reasonable in cost to obtain (under $75) -- there are a couple, that are on the expensive side between $150 and
$225. 1 would estimate all types and varieties with envelopes should be obtainable for around $1,200 — if they
can be found!
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Most all of the booklets are folded with four printing surfaces, however there are a couple of tri-folds with the
resulting 6 display surfaces. The CSA booklets have 8 display surfaces and glassine interleaving to protect the
facsimile examples mounted on the pages. The booklets are all produced with the same type of off-white card
like stock. Most all the booklets contain example stamps and descriptive text. The booklets came in a tight
fitting envelope that could be of any number of colors ranging from buff to orange to blue.
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I currently own 8 of the booklets
(one being a duplicate) and I am
actively seeking more. While | am
learning the
nature of these booklets my guess is
there are around 30 different types
and varieties.
also included an envelope — that
adds another dimension to the hunt.
So far | have yet to obtain an
envelope with any of my purchases.

idiosyncratic

Since each booklet

A brief look see on the world wide web shows a number of types available for sale on eBay and other sites.
Prices depend on condition and the perceived value of the seller; some are in the reasonable range while others
can only be described as outrageous!

We are by nature collectors; | believe that adding sub-collections like this to my main collecting interests just
adds a further dimension of interest to being a philatelic collector — or as some view it — | am a hoarder!
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THE ISSUE OF 1870-71—Nos. 136 and 147

This issue was produced by the National Bank
Note Co. on hard paper. The grille was applied
only intermittently as this device wan found to
be expensive and was fost losing fovor with
Post Office officials. This, therefors, gives us the
two varieties: No. 138 with grille and No. 147
without grille.
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THE ISSUE OF 1873—No. 158

When the printing contract was transferred to
the Continental Bank Note Co. they used the
same dies that the Notional Bank Note Co. had
used. but in order to distinguish their work from
the Naticnal printings they cut heavy shading
lines in the lower part of the tail of the lelt ribbon
of "THREE.” The slamps were printed on hard
paper. alse, so the dilerence from the National
may enly be told by the secrel mark.
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TOTAL—S Stamps Cat. $0.45

If anyone has any of
these booklets, please
let me know.
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