
President’s Message                                  June 1, 2021                                      Stephen Patrick 

Here we are over 14 months into the pandemic, and it seems we are tantalizingly close to 

normality. I was with my study group at church last week, and the eight of us vaccinated people 

were able to dispose of masks as we met for the first time since March, 2020. Now we are 

waiting to see if the policies of Orange County will let us return to Marks Center. 

May meetings: Both May meetings had 20 participants on Zoom. The meeting on the 6th 

featured a review of Mexican stamps that draw their subjects from pre-Columbian codex 

records. I was the presenter as this is a philatelic and historic study I have followed for 40 years. 

Although I stopped collecting new issues after 2005, I still enjoy the study of Mexican culture. 

The second meeting of the 20th was a show and tell, but with only three presenters. Mike Smith 

showed one of the rarest objects in U. S. philately, rarer than an inverted Jenny. Mike recently 

obtained at auction a Scott #11 with a yellow cancel from Placerville, California, that once 

belonged to Clyde Jennings, an expert in color cancels. The certified copy is one of less than five 

known in this shade. Mike is considering making an exhibit of his color cancels, and we 

encourage him for this stamp is a sight to see. 

Jim Cooney shared examples of early embossed stamps of Natal and Sardinia. In the absence of 

engraving or ink, the raised paper shapes gave minimal security and a niche collecting area. I 

showed a 1938 example of Tonga Tin Can Mail from the collection of Jim Edmunds. Because 

Nimafo’ou is an atoll surrounded by a 10,000 foot drop off with no anchorage, passing ships 

would meet swimmers and the canoers with water proof tins full of mail. The Tonga Tin Can 

Mail Society is dedicated to the study of this mail. 

Our own Robert Fisher was invited to St. Petersburg on the 19th to give a presentation to the 

stamp club on the history of FLOREX. I tagged along for the ride. Bob did great as he has the 

best collection of the 70 years of FLOREX. However, we were both amazed at the facility of the 

club. They meet at the Trinity Lutheran Church on 4th Avenue in St. Pete. A former pastor 

named Pritt Rebane long ago secured a room in the basement that has the best philatelic 

library in Florida. I admit to jealousy of their facilities and only wish the CFSC had something 

similar. 

I’m sad to announce the passing of Shirley Zambon, wife of our member David. She had been in 

declining health, but it still hurts. Dave has been a faithful volunteer to help our club auctions 

and to coordinate the welcome table of FLOREX. Another former member passed away recently 

named Tom Kinney. Tom was a member off and on for over 20 years, last in 2017. He was an 

accountant and an avid buyer at Mike Roger’s auctions. 

I am writing this on Saturday, May 29, and still have no word about the possibility of a live 

meeting this Thursday at the Marks Center. If this happens, we will alert you by email and 

phone. Attendance will be limited, but if not, see you on ZOOM Thursday night. 



 

Elsie Jensen Das and the Hawaiian Shirt                                         by   Steve Patrick 

This colorful Japanese post card with a Christmas greeting was send in 1937 to the parents of Jim Edmunds 

in New York. Jim is uncertain how Elsie Das got on the family Christmas card list, but it is a unique postal 

item. It appears to be prepaid as no stamp is attached, but the cancel is of a printed mountain peak in the 

clouds. The card is obviously hand painted, but is uncertain if it was her creation, although she was a 

fantastic artist. The block print ELSIE DAS is her unique signature. 

Elsie Jensen was born in 1903 in Portland, Oregon. She studied at the Portland Art School and later at U.C. 

Berkley. Her life changed when she went to Honolulu in 1927 to visit her sister Ellen who was married to 

an Indian department store owner Gobindram Watumull. Elsie used her artistry to dress store windows 

but later experimented with block printing on Fuji silk. She met another Indian chemist named Upendra 

Kumar Das whom she married in 1931. He worked for the Hawaiian Sugar Planter’s Association but died 

in an accidental explosion in 1937. 

Watamull’s East Indian Store became known for the printed shirts with mountains, flowers, beaches, 

volcanos, etc. Prior to WW II she went to Kyoto to study Japanese ink painting which is probably the source 

of this post card. She designed camouflage for U.S. Pacific bases in WW II and later started a trendy line 

of dresses. She died in 1962, but she should be remembered for her Aloha shirts. 

 



 

 

Picture of a Survivor                                                                                    Steve Patrick 

The post card above comes from the collection of Jim Edmunds. His cousin Jesse Phillips received 

correspondence from friends all over the world. The card was sent July 11, 1932, on board the 

Japanese ship Hikawa Maru of the N. Y. K. line.  

The stamp is Scott #195, six sen carmine of the Yomei Gate in Nikko, Japan. This was the 

ceremonial resting place of the heads of the Tokugawa shogunate for over 250 years. The cancel 

includes the pagoda and gate of the complex. It located northwest of Tokyo and can be reached 

by bus or train. The gate is said to be the most elaborate in Japan and is a World Heritage site. 

The cancel indicates that it is Imperial Japan (I.J.) Sea Post, as the sender states that he will land 

the next day. 

The Hikawa Maru and two sister ships served the N.Y. K. line pre WW II. The Hikawa (maru means 

ship) was commissioned in 1929, was known as “The Queen of the Pacific” and made 238 trans-

Pacific voyages between Yokohama, Vancouver, and Seattle carrying over 25,000 passengers 

including Charlie Chaplin in 1932 and Jewish refugees in 1941. It served as a hospital ship during 

the war and survived to carry passengers again from 1953 to 1960. Today it is a floating museum, 

hotel and restaurant at Yamashita Park in Yokohama, Japan, truly a survivor, in its 10th decade! 


