
A Philatelic Look @ the 1972 
World Chess Championship

BOBBY FISCHER  vs BORIS SPASSKY

Reykjavik, Iceland



Russia vs U.S.A.

SPASSKY  vs FISCHER



Maxi card  - Contestants



15kr Chess stamp

• 2 million stamps printed

• Thomas de la Rue Co. England

• First day issue   July 2, 1972

• 12 different plate numbers

• 1st chess stamp issued by Iceland

• Depicts a chess piece & a map of 
the world laid out on a chess board





Laugardalsholl Post Office 

& special event cancel



Admission Pass for Postal employee

& Cancel dates



Icelandic Chess Federation

Organizing Committee Postcard
Battle for Location cachet



Cachets 

Icelandic Chess Federation



Cachets 

Icelandic Chess Federation



• Icelandic Post Office cachet



First Day Cancels  Other Towns



Other Cachet Makers

FIDE   - Victor Lopez                                                                                Unknown                  



F.V.  (Frimerkjshusid)  (Stamp House)

David Johannesson  (1952)

Bolli Davidsson (2012)



Other Cachet Makers 

F.M.  
(Frimerkjamdstoin)  

(Stamp Center)

Magni Magnusson  (1978)

Finnar Kobeinsson (1964)

Haraldur Saemunsson (1968)

F.F. 

(Iceland Stamp Company)



Halldor Petursson

cachets



Other Cachet Makers

Sigurdur Agustsson                                                      Porsteinn Sigvoldason  



Other Cachet Makers

Ragnar Lar                                                         “N”  Scandinavian Stamp Company  - Fritz Neve  



G.J.S.    “Final Pieces Position” 
cachets



Other Cachet Makers



Other Cachet Makers  - unknown



Unknown Cachet Makers



Non-Icelandic Cachets



Non-Icelandic Cachets



Registered Covers from Laugardalsholl Post Office 

Based on known registered covers from the Laugardalsholl Post Office at least 6,226 registered 

covers were processed on the 34 different dates during the match (July 2—Sept. 3 1972)      

Registered numbers known by date:

First day  July 2  88  - 750

Game 1 July 11/12  751  - 937  

Game 2 July 13   1004           (Game 2 not played because Fischer did not show up.)     

Game 3 July 16 (17)  1086  - 1178 July 17    1232  - 1317

Game 4 July 18   1316

Game 5 July 20    1460

Game 6 July 23 1522 Game 15 August 17/18 2849  - 2981     

Game 7 July 25/26 1654  - 1739 Game 16 August 20          3025  - 3059     

Game 8 July 27 1789 Game 17 August 22/23 3217  - 3339     

Game 9 August 1 1920 Game 18 August 24/25 3477  - 3598     

Game 10 August 3/4 2042  - 2130 Game 19 August 27 3618  - 3713     

Game 11 August 6 2249 Game 20 August 29/30 3850  - 3955     

Game 12 August 8/9 2360  - 2482 Game 21 August 31 4119  - 4156     

Game 13 August 10/11 2495  - 2825 September 1

4261  - 4285     Game 14 August 15 2720  - 2825 Banquet September 3 4301  - 6226

A few registered items are known using the 15kr chess stamp from other post office locations in 

Iceland during the match.

July 2, 1972  - (First Day of issue approximately 750 registered items processed at Laugardalsholl) 



Registered covers from Laugardalsholl Post Office



Registered (cont.



Unregistered Mail from Laugardalsholl Post Office 

Henry Meifert

Member of the Southwest Chess Club, Hals Grove, Wisconsin

U.S. Army Infantry WWII - Purple Heart Recipient 2 clusters

Southwest Chess Club Library named in his honor 

Fred Cramer (1912 – 1998)

President of the U.S. Chess Federation  (1960 – 1963)

VP of FIDE (1970’s)

Bobby Fischer’s Manager 1972 World Chess Championship 



Unregistered Mail from Laugardalsholl Post Office 

Bozhidar Kazic (1921—1996)

Yugoslavian chess player; International Arbitrator; Author &   

Journalist; Chairman of the Rules Committee (1978– 1982);    

Honored member of FIDE since 1975;  General Secretary         

Yugoslavian Chess Union (1951-1964 & 1971-1976); Chief     

Arbitrator in over 40 major chess tournaments & matches 

including:  The Century Match USSR vs the Rest of the World 

1970; Candidates Match Bobby Fischer vs Mark Taimanov 1971;    

Chess Olympiad 1984; USSR vs Yugoslavia Match 1956;       

Interzonal in Portoroz  1958.

Mikhail Botvinnik (1911-1995) 

Winner of six Soviet Chess Championships; three time World 

Chess Champion (1948-1957; 1958-1960; 1961-1963); played on 

six gold medal winning Soviet Olympiad teams (1954-1964); 

widely considered one of the greatest chess players of all time; 

played a major role in the organization of chess & the design of the 

World Chess Championship system; leading member of the Soviet 

Union coaching system.  His Chess School produced future   

champions: Karpov; Kasparov, & Kramnik. 



WCC Postcard 

Walter Goldwater

Tournament Chess Player

President of the Marshall Chess Club N.Y.
(where Bobby Fisher played chess)

Antiquarian  (founding member of the 
Antiquarian Booksellers Association of 
America

Owner of the University Place Book Shop N.Y.

Cofounder & Publisher of Dissent Magazine 
published by the University of Pennsylvania 
Press



Unregistered Mail  



WCC cover to Russia



Unusual Philatelic souvenirs! Same day  - Reykjavik & New York



Admission Tickets & Money Order Receipt



Postcards  - Iceland Chess Federation 



Postcards  - Icelandic Chess Federation



Postcard & SKAK Magazine



Halldor Petursson Postcards

(set of 18* cards)



Halldor Petursson Postcards

Set of 18*   + 1 = 19



Large Postcards “Final Pieces Position” & Score Sheet



Autographs 

Boris Spassky

Bobby Fischer

Halldor Petursson



Private & Tourists Postcards



Official Programs & SKAK Magazine 



WCC Souvenirs  



End of Bobby’s Reign as World Chess Champion



20th Anniversary Re-Match 1992



Final Chapter



40th Anniversary  - 2012



Rest in Peace 

Bobby


