A Philatelic Look @ the 1972
World Chess Championship

BOBBY FISCHER vs BORIS SPASSKY
Reykjavik, Iceland
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SPASSKY vs FISCHER —

THE WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH !
IN REYKJAVIK ICELAND 1972 3
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15kr Chess stamp

2 million stamps printed
Thomas de la Rue Co. England
First day issue July 2, 1972

12 different plate numbers

15t chess stamp issued by Iceland

Depicts a chess piece & a map of
the world laid out on a chess board

iSLAND 15KR

iSLAND 15KR -

ISLAND 15(R |

THOMAS DE LA RUE 8 CO.LTD.
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Laugardalsholl Post Office

& special event cancel

No. 6/5 1972

Sérstakt pdsthis verdur opid i Ipréttahdllinni i
Laugardal i Reykjavik medan heimsmeistaraeinvigid
{ skdk stendur yfir (frd 2. jdli 1972).

Et midlertidigt postkontor bliver dbent i Sportshallen
i Reykjavik, under Verdensmesterskabet i skak (fra 2.
juli 1972).

A temporary Post Office will be open in the Sports palace
in Reykjavik, during the World Chess Championship (from
July 2nd 1972). '

Un bureau de poste temporaire sera ouvert au Palais du
sport 3 Reykjavik pendant le Championnat du Monde des
échecs (3 partir du 2 juillet 1972).

Wihrend des Weltmeisterschaftskampfs in Schack in Reykja-
vik, der am 2. Juli 1972 fingt an, wird ein spezielles
Postamt in der Sportshalle von Reykjavik gedffnet.
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Fréa pésthasinu i Laugardalshéll, sem starfreekt var i sambandi vi& Heimsmeistaraeinvigid i skak.




Admission Pass for Postal employee
& Cancel dates
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Icelandic Chess Federation Battle for Location cachet

Organizing Committee Postcard

HEIMSMEISTARAEINVIGID f SKAK
REYKJAVIK 1972
B. SPASSK{ R. FISCHER

SKAKSAMBAND
R orso s SLANDS

Upplag: 2000 Nf. ) 0289




Icelandic Chess Federation

Cachets
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HEIMSMEISTARAEINVIGI
I SKAK 1972

Nr. 4452

Upplag: 5000
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Cachets

Icelandic Chess Federation

HEIMSMEISTARAEINVIGI | SKAK
World Chess Championship Match
Reykjavik 1972

HEIMSMEISTARAEINVIGI
[ SKAK 1972

HEIMSMEISTARAEINVIGI | SKAK
World Chess Championship Match
Reykjavik 1972

Upplag 12000

SKAKSAMBAND

Gofi® Ot 1 tilefni kryningar Fischers Issued on Fischers Crowning Day

SKAKSAMEBAND
B rorse s SLANDS

Nr 003234 Upplag: 4000
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First Day Cancels Other Towns

SPASSKY
FISCHER
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The World Chess
Championship Match
Iceland
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Mr. K. Denby,
3 Saffron Dale,

Anlaby,
Hull,
ENGLAND.

The World Chess
Championship Match
Iceland

ykjavik 1972
SPASSKY - FISCHER
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FIDE

Other Cachet Makers

Victor Lopez

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

REYKJAVIK, ICELAND
1972

Robert Fischer e Boris Spassky
US.A. U.SSR.

Unknown
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FV. (Frimerkjshusid) (Stamp House)

David Johannesson (1952) ool vl e
) ) Icelan d EINVIGI
Bolli Davidsson (2012)

i SKAK

The World Chess
Championship Maich
Iceland

Heimsmeistaraeinvigi { skdk

Reykjavik 1972
RALELS SPASSKY - FISCHER

The World Chess
Championship Match

Iceland

The World Chess " iSLAND 15KR
Championship Match e
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SPASSKY - FISCHER

Robert Fischer
World Chess Champion

Points: 1214 — 814
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(Stamp Center)

Magni Magnusson (1978)
Finnar Kobeinsson (1964)

Haraldur Saemunsson (1968)
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STAMPS
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Icelandic souvenir
playing cards.
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(The Stamp Center)
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(Iceland Stamp Company)
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Other Cachet Makers
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Other Cachet Makers

Ragnar Lar “N” Scandinavian Stamp Company - Fritz Neve

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP
REYKJAVIK

July, Agust, Sept. 1972

ISLAND

Fischer Spassky

N+ 7860 10,000 COPIES

The New King
of Chess

BOBBY FISCHER. USAEL_L'S e

%“iL,f

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH IN REYKIAVIK, ICELAND 1972




G.J.S. “Final Pieces Position” IR0,

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

cachets
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First Game.

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP
ROBERT FISCHER

Third Geame.
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Other Cachet Makers
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THE WORLD CHESS
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH
ICELAND

l 4
TAFLFELAG HREYFILS
REYKJAVIK 1972
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THE WORLD CMESS
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH
ICELAND

TAFLFELAG HREYFILS
REYKJAVIK 1972

DO YOU NEED A
TAXI?

TEL: 85522
24 HOURS SERVICE

WREYFILL

Taxistation




Other Cachet Makers - unknown
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FIRST DAY COVER
. konsulent P. Orndrup

World Chess Champion 1972
Reykjavik

ROBERT FISCHER
Heimsmeistari i skak

Spassky
WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 5000 COPIES Fischer

-N}T 21 22 UPPLAG 5000




Unknown Cachet Makers
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World Chess Championship Match
Reykijavik 1972
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World Chess Championship Match
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: W,
"‘.\/'N\M -

o N 00138

ISSUED IN 150 COPIES
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Non-Icelandic Cachets

A NEW KING IS CROWNED
Bobby Fischer

WORLD CHESS CHAMPION

Bobby Fisher World Chess
Champion waves to well
wishers as he is given

New York reception by
Mayor Lindsay

g i Babby. 1 e

Reykjavik, Iceland, September 1.1972
ER

Bobby Fischer of Brooklyn is world chess ct ROBERT FISCH

the first American to hold that title since it was PT. 1, 1972
established in 1866. FIRST DAY SE

K&S Box zos NewHvoerark n.v. ios0  WORLD CHESS CHAMPION

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

GAME21  FINAL Fischer-Spassky /XS0

NIGUGNLL 061

JERUSALEM SALUTES THE
NEW WORLD CHAMPION
BOBBY FISCHER

K&S 00K 200 NEW MYOK Padn M7, 11020

OFFICIAL COVER ISRAEL CHESS STAMP

COLLECTORS' SOCIETY




Non-Icelandic Cachets

FINALNI MEC
ZA SVETSKOG FRVAKA
U S AHU
SPASKI — FISER
REJKJAVIK @ JULI— AVGUST, 1972.

FINAL TOURNAMENT OF THE CANDIDATES
FOR THE WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP
MATCH SPASSKI— FISCHER
REYKJAVIK @ JULY — AUGUST, 1972.

REPUBLIQUE DU MALI
POSTES ET TELECOMMUNICATIONS

JEU DU XVllles . INDE
CHAMPIONNAT DU MONDE D‘ECHECS
REYKJAVIK 1972

197
D°ECHECS

REYKJAVIK .
CHAMPIONNAT DU MONDE

E—

PREMIER JOUR D’EMISSION

REPUBLIQUE DU MALI
POSTES ET TELECOMMUNICATIONS

JEU DU Xlves . EUROPE
CHAMPIONNAT DU MONDE D’ECHECS
REYKJAVIK 1972
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Registered Covers from Laugardalsholl Post Office

Based on known registered covers from the Laugardalsholl Post Office at least 6,226 registered

covers were processed on the 34 different dates during the match (July 2—Sept. 3 1972)
Registered numbers known by date:
First day July 2 88 - 750
Game 1 July 11/12 751 - 937
Game 2 July 13 1004 (Game 2 not played because Fischer did not show up.)
Game 3 July 16 (17) 1086 - 1178 July 17 1232 - 1317
Game 4 July 18 1316
Game 5 July 20 1460 S e e
Game 6 July 23 1522 Game 15  August17/18 2849 - 2981 000088
Game 7 July 25/26 1654 - 1739 Game 16 August 20 3025 - 3059
Game 8 July 27 1789 Game 17 August 22/23 3217 - 3339
Game 9 August 1 1920 Game 18 August 24/25 3477 - 3598
Game 10 August 3/4 2042 - 2130 Game 19 August 27 3618 - 3713
Game 11 August 6 2249 Game 20 August 29/30 3850 - 3955
Game 12 August 8/9 2360 - 2482 Game 21 August 31 4119 - 4156
Game 13 August 10/11 2495 - 2825 September 1
4261 - 4285 Game 14 August 15 2720 - 2825 Banquet September 3 4301 - 6226

A few registered items are known using the 15kr chess stamp from other post office locations in
Iceland during the match.

July 2, 1972 - (First Day of issue approximately 750 registered items processed at Laugardalsholl)
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Registered covers from Laugardalsholl Post Office
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Registered (cont.

EXPREsS
N

The World Chess
Championship Maich

Heimsmeistaraeinvigi { skék
Reykjavik 1972
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A2 i ST /I sy

-

2D1D 1D 1D
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N-000521
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Nt 003059

b
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The World Chess
Championship Match
Iceland

. Heimsmeistaraeinvigi { skdk

Reykjavik 1972

Heimsmelstaraeinvigt §
i skik 1972 Reykjavik

N 000591

FV-25

Hr. Jén Lérussor,
Skidlaskei’ 4,
Hafnarfirdi.
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Arni Jénasson
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SPASSKY &
FISCHER

Unregistered Mail from
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Laugardalsholl Post Office

Henry Meifert
Member of the Southwest Chess Club, Hals Grove, Wisconsin

U.S. Army Infantry WWII - Purple Heart Recipient 2 clusters

Southwest Chess Club Library named in his honor
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a— /}ﬁg&\El"\ F:AB i sKAK
REYKIAVIK '-“2-'_‘-.:3 SPASSKY
i, pryas? 1972 FISCHER
- :
- HENRY R. MEIFERT g
6409 W. Kinnickinnic River Pkwy
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 Z
U: S. A. i
 —
REYKJAVIK
490 : )
' 429 foaepuzane <5 %"‘A’ %
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— 22 VIL19724-12
Fred Cramer (1912 — 1998) SRy Haney K. Meltert
BowAS 6409 West Kinnickinnic River
. . S Parkw
President of the U.S. Chess Federation (1960 — 1963) \ . i RaE T e aD S
\! 42 U.S.A.

VP of FIDE (1970’s)

Bobby Fischer’s Manager 1972 World Chess Championship
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Unregistered Mail from Laugardalsholl Post Office

Surtsey — the island, which was boen during the
submarine eruptag, that started in November
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* Bozhidar Kazic (1921—1996)
Yugoslavian chess player; International Arbitrator; Author &
Journalist; Chairman of the Rules Committee (1978- 1982);
Honored member of FIDE since 1975; General Secretary
Yugoslavian Chess Union (1951-1964 & 1971-1976); Chief
Acrbitrator in over 40 major chess tournaments & matches
including: The Century Match USSR vs the Rest of the World
1970; Candidates Match Bobby Fischer vs Mark Taimanov 1971;
Chess Olympiad 1984; USSR vs Yugoslavia Match 1956;
Interzonal in Portoroz 1958.

Mikhail Botvinnik (1911-1995)

Winner of six Soviet Chess Championships; three time World
Chess Champion (1948-1957; 1958-1960; 1961-1963); played on
six gold medal winning Soviet Olympiad teams (1954-1964);
widely considered one of the greatest chess players of all time;
played a major role in the organization of chess & the design of the
World Chess Championship system; leading member of the Soviet
Union coaching system. His Chess School produced future
champions: Karpov; Kasparov, & Kramnik.



WCC Postcard
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Walter Goldwater

Tournament Chess Player

President of the Marshall Chess Club N.Y.
(where Bobby Fisher played chess)

Antiquarian (founding member of the
Antiquarian Booksellers Association of
America

Owner of the University Place Book Shop N.Y.
Cofounder & Publisher of Dissent Magazine

published by the University of Pennsylvania
Press
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WCC cover to Russia
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Unusual Philatelic souvenirs!

The World Chess
Championship Match
. Iceland

0. VII1 1972
[SLAND

Reykjavik 19%2
A

SPASSKY-FIS

= ISLAND 15K0
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Same day - Reykjavik & New York

The World Chess
Championship Match
Iceland

Heimsmeistaraeinvigi i skak

Reykjavik 1972
SPASSKY - FISCHER

The World Chess
Championship Maich
Iceland

Heimsmeistaraeinvigi i skdk »
Reykjavik 1972 A

SPASSKY - FISCHER " C/&
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SPASSKY
FISCHER

REYKJAvik 1972
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THE WORLD CHESS s,
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH
ICELAND  [gsss

Heimsmeistaraeinvigi i skak. Reykja

SPASSKY | F|SCHE,: "

USSR. USA T

THE WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONGH HATEH
CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH

ICELAND
Heimsmesistaraeinvigi i skak. Reykjavik 1972. l 2 4
SPASSKY | FISCHER
: USA

THE WORLD CHESS ciieiodsiir Marce
GHAMP}ENSHIP MATCH e

Admission Tickets & Money Order Receipt
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Postcards - Iceland Chess Federation
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Postcards - Icelandic Chess Federation




Postcard & SKAK Magazine

THE ICELANDIC CHESS MAGAZINE
SPECIAL WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP ISSUE

ISLENZKA
ENGLISH




Halldor Petursson Postcards
(set of 18* cards)




Halldor Petursson Postcards
Setof18* +1=19




Large Postcards “Final Pieces Position” & Score Sheet

Second Game.
WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

BORIS SPASSKY

////////

ROBERT FISCHER
REYKJAVIK 1972 ICELAND
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DATE_ 31, #4gfist 1972 ROUND 21 . Eunfery.
ARAEINY
WHITE _Boris Spassky

BLACK _Robert Fischer

WHITE BLACK WHITE BLACK
‘e2 — o8 7-c5_ |21 x BHp Ha5
2Rl - £3 T - e6_ 223¢2 4 ia! d2
332 - a4 e5 x a4 |?peq x a6 | mao
Be3 a4 | 87 - 26 24Hel 2 2 x He2
SRbl - ¢3 Rb8 - c6 | 25Dab 2| kv a8 il
6Bcl - e3 RgB — £6 [2672 - a4 | Ha8 - a2 &[] Ti—,;;ﬁ
7Bf1 - a8 a7 - d5 27562 — ¢4 | Ha2 2 BXY ',0\"‘
8e4 x a5 e6 x d5 8lhe - g3 8 — £8 ARAE
9 BF8 — a6 | 2%.e3 - £3 | k£ 7
a4 xre6 | b7 x nen |39 24
11Be3 - a4 o g4 x £5 £7 - £6
D1 _ £3 308 32%5c4 - g8 | by 6
BHFL - el cb - c5 33 o3 a6
4Bd4 x RT6 48 x BF6 | 34p3 — 3 | gao al
13Df3 - Df6 g7 x Df6 | 351f3 - g 2 | Kdé e5
6H a1 HF8 - a8 | 36 G o
7Bd3 — e2 | 11a8 371 17 1- bl
B2 b3 | o5 38847 6 1 - p2
Wic3 x d5 Be6 391366 4 b2
20Hd1l x 045 BdG 407icy ¢ h6 - I
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The World Chess
Championship Maich
Iceland

Heimemeiztarcainvigl | skak
Reykiaviz 1972

Autographs

Boris Spassky
Bobby Fischer

Halldor Petursson
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Private & Tourists Postcards
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Enn breikkadi
bilid i geerda

1 Fincher vaam babkabins R

EINVIG! ALDARINNAR,

..E“islcher er Stbrstjm?;‘,,,-_ L
ﬂ'{k'lar gyiptingar i & Ef?"’h
spennandi skak 1 ge®r ¢ s
spassky eins og er” g
Dileidir Bobby

fornarlomhbin’, -
gendir hinn vaenti
byr‘unurleikur til
vaxandi ii&lbroytnl i
smflmennsku Fisc

Fornaskakinni

lauk med
raskak og jafntef |

g“f‘:‘ggﬂ?’ﬁfx : < - ,.'i‘ilSvennameobby" ?Obera ames Jesc}zer
\ N Teims meistari vard Heimsmeiszars i Skak

[irjadpehartharia Rr (972. Mann Sigradi Boris
C- )] S’pasgky 1 Einvigk Sem haldis
: var 1 Lauqardalshollizee.
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Official Programs & SKAK Magazine

a dell special 3882 : S1.95
icelandic chess federation’s official commemorative program

THE ICELANDIC CHESS MAGAZINE
SPECIAL WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP ISSUE

PROGRA

THE WORLD CHESS
ICELAND

iSLENZKA :
ENGLISH i -
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1972 AUKAUTGAFA

COASKYVEHSCHER

-complete with exclusive photographs of the games
-move-by-move analysis - history of chess
MOTSKRA GEFIN UT AF SKAKSAMBANDI ISLANDS - PUBLISHED BY ICELANDIC CHESS FEDERATION -.tl;“es'Cg;‘st: :;‘ft?hléot'xoa:;gazof?ilg
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WCC Souvenirs
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EINVIGI ALDARINNAR

Enn er timi til ad eign-
ast skak-bokahnif
teiknadan og fram-
leiddan hja Jens Gud-
jonssyni gullsmid.

Sélustadir:
Skaksamband Islands,
Laugardalshéllinni,
[slenzkur heimilisidn-
adur, Rammagerdin,
Stofan, Jens Gudjons-
son, Laugavegi 60 og

Sudurveri.




End of Bobby’s Reign as World Chess Champion

Fischer Loses Chess Tttlé .1§Z5 5 /. ‘“)
ToRussian, by Default ™

Three years ago Bobby Fischer fussed and fumed his way to a
world chess championship over Boris Spassky of the Soviet Union.
Faced this year with the necessity, under international rules, of defend-
ing his title, Mr. Fischer proved fussy again. He made several “nonnego-
tiable” demands for rule changes while negotiating for the match with
Anatoly Karpov, the current Russian challenger. All but one of the
changes were accepted by the International Chess Federation; they re-
jected Fischer’s proposal that in the event of a 9 to 9 tie the macch
would be declared a draw and Fischer would retain his title. Unsatisfied
Fischer allowed the deadline for his acceptance of a challenge match tc
pass. Karpov has now been declared champion, without even an opening
gambit.’




20t Anniversary Re-Match 1992




The most widely circulated chess magazine in the world.

Final Chapter

September 2004 www.uschess.org
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- Bobby Jfischer
“Yn.the middle of notwhere”
And his last photographic portrait
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40t Anniversary - 2012

I EINVIGI ALDARINNAR

EINVIGI ALDARINNAR Mﬁcvm:l( (ML S|
THE CHESS MATCH OF THE CENTURY |
THE MATCH OF ALL TIME

A g@awj G,&Tcww,t, 2 CAT VPN
Ssunl evt da eccanson of Yhe §
Hoth AMvswansany of diag Matciq

ua & Uy Wi 0T acl AT WAA
W v VLU BIAA wWis b

L ST sl G

Helmsmeistarcinvighd § skak mill Bobby Fischer og Boris Spassky (e frum
{ Laugardalshollinni sumand 1972, Par mattust fulitrdar tveggje storvelda
Bancarkjanea og Sovétri janna, som bofdu haldid beimsmeistarasiltlinum
Oalitid) sidan 1948, Pad foe fram ( skugga kalda strfdsing og vae hid sogulegasta
{ alla stadi. Atburdurinn er sagdur hala homid Isdand: § hetmskoetid)

wartesy of the lockend Ches

z

won galloryshak net

The World Chess Championship Match 1972 between challenger Bobby
Fischer of the United States and defending champion Boris Spassky of the
Soviact Union took place in the Laugacdalshdll arens in Reykjavik in the cold-
war-cra. It was then already called the Match of the Century but now 40 years
later recognized as the Match of All Time. Fischer became the first American
10 be the official World Champion since Steinitz in 8. Fischer's win also
ended 24 yeans of Soviet domination of the Woeld Champronship since 1948

Publisher: Gallery Stk

Images beald on archeve metenial from 1972
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kh 1972 between challenger Bobby

ng champon Bonis Spassiy of the
Isholl arena in Reykjavik in the

the Match of the Century but now
bl All Time. Fischer became the first
plon since Steinstz in 1888, Fischer's
smination of the World Champioashsp

ith World Chess Champion - ranks
bess players in history - bomn in
winner of the Soviet Championship
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S FISCHER - The | 1th World Chess &
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January 17, 2008 - World Chess Ch

A Sad Day in Iceland & the world of Chess
Bobby Fi

. h

dies in Reykjavik, Iceland

REYKJAVIK, - Bobby
Fischer, the reclusive chess
‘who became a Cold War hero by de-

the Soviet world
in 1972 and later renounced his US.
citizenship, has died. He was 64.

Fischer died of kidney failure

in a Reykjavik hospital af-
ter alongillness, his spokesman, Gar-
i said Friday.

Born in Chicago and raised in the
New York City borough of Brooklyn,

Fischer criminal charges in the
United States for playing a 1992 re-
match against Boris Spassky in Yu-

in defiance of international
sanctions. In 2005, he moved to Ice-
land, a chess-mad nation and site of
s triumph.

As a champion, he used his eccen-
tricities to unsettle

reputation as a genius of
_cheuor wn;;;:nechpced. i in the eyes

‘many, !

“Chess is war on a board,” he once Al Adeins fimm
said. “The objectis to crush the other manns voru vidstaddir tforina i geer-
man's mind? § ) morgun. MYND/GKS.

Mlmhmmgg Bobby Fischer in New A.:al_nnpﬁn ki : :

4 .
‘mtwnltﬁb)‘rn his opponent to make ngbyfis?\er jardsunginn:
ndrsy eped g ot Ay UtfOrin for -
=y Article from Minneapolis Star - 7
Tt e e Tribune (January 19, 2008) frargl i kyrrpey
‘petitive chess and largely out of view, ANDLAT Utfor skakmeistarans
2 R e e i ‘Bobbynﬁscherldrtgnml.kyrrpey
ic Semitic comment sem var
: g Article from Iceland paper EXIIIOTEUD, :
although his mother was Jewish. i
oy, the former world regarding Bobby Fischer’s death WWA
‘mikil ad s6knarprestur { Laugar-
deelakirkju vissi ekki af henni.
Pad var séra Jakob Rolland,
fremhpdlsknkirkiunmri
slandi, sem jardsong Fischer.
Adeins voru fimm manns
vidstaddir tférina. Deirra 4 medal

voru Miyoko Watai, unnusta
Fischers, og Gardar is
vinur hans.

Adur hafdi studningsh6pur
Fischers reifad b4 hugmynd ad
hann yrdi jardsettur i pj6dargraf-
reitnum 4 Pingvollum. -peb

Bobby Fischer’s Gravesite at
Laugadaelir, Selfoss, Iceland
Photo by: Michael Schumacher

U.S. World Chess Champion
Robert J. (Bobby) Fischer
Rest in Peace!

Rest in Peace
Bobby




