
The International Exhibition of Arts, 
Manufactures, and Products of the Soil and Mine

or  The U. S. Centennial International Exhibition



An idea is born!
• The first U. S. World’s Fair held May 

10 to November 10, 1876, in 
Philadelphia to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence.

• John W. Campbell, Morton 
McMichael, Franklin Institute, the 
Philadelphia City Council.

• Congressman Joseph Hawley, 
president of the U.S. Centennial 
Commission, but the government 
money was a loan and promised no 
liability. 

• Modeled on the Great Sanitary Fair of 1864.



Let’s raise some money!

• Philadelphia $1.5 million, Pennsylvania $1 
million, U.S. Government $1.5 million as a 
loan. 

• Aim to raise $10 million by selling $10 shares, 
thus the certificate.

• Women’s Centennial Exhibition Committee 
raised $40,000 under Elizabeth Duane 
Gillespie. (Great grand daughter of Benjamin 
Franklin) An additional $30,000 was raised to 
build a women’s exhibition building.

• RR connections, a small hospital, Centennial 
Guards, Centennial National Bank.

• Herman Schwarzmann, architect of over 200 
buildings.



Bird’s eye view.

• Fairmont Park.

• Railroad  
connection.

• Only few 
buildings 
remain.

• Tower 
completed?



Main building.
1880 X 464 feet.
21 acres under roof.
11 miles of pathways.
60,000 exhibitors,
37 countries.





Horticulture Hall



Memorial Hall
aka Art Gallery

frontpiece for the 
Centennial Exposition 
book by engraver John 
McGoffin



The rush for rooms at 
Philadelphia hotels.



President Grant and 
Dom Pedro starting 
the Corliss engine.



Fun pics!



Innovations.



“The Gross Clinic”                              “Under the Oak”
by Thomas Eakins                              by Edward Bannister



Tickets!
• Modeled on the then current 

fractional currency.

• Type I: no value, plane medallion, 
pink reverse.

• Type II: 50 cents diagonal in red, 
medallion has an A, plain white 
back.

• Type III: FIFTY CENTS printed over 
admit the bearer, medallion has 
an H, green tinted reverse.

• Odd serial number in blue, even 
in red.



MB #8 Everything old 
is new again.

• 1996 – SCCS member 
Rich Brinton obtains 
the original reverse 
die of the Centennial 
tickets.

• He designed a card 
that showcases the 
die.

• Mike Bean adds bell 
and eagle and prints 
200 cards. Also blanks 
to mount souvenir 
tickets.

• Eight passes!



Season pass.



All previous U.S. stamps were reprinted and 
sold at the exhibition. 3&4, 40-47,103-111



The Certificate 
Images

• 43,000,(000)? printed with aim to raise $10,000,000 at $10 per share

• Images include a bust of George Washington and President U.S. Grant, Benjamin Franklin, Robert 
Fulton, Independence Hall, the U.S. Capitol, a planter, a trapper, a miner, a rail road, a steamship, 
a sailor, a clipper ship, a machinist, two U.S. soldiers, exotic persons from around the world, and a 
black man reading! An engraving of “The Signing of the Declaration of Independence” by John 
Trumbull. 



Yale University Library



Legend



1863 – Engraver Fredrick Girsch of the ABN



B130 ANA & B131 
pulled proof



B #127 IPMS



B #122 FUN and 
original proof 



B 123 “Indian Warrior and 
Windmill with Factories in the 
Background”

Pulled proof from the FUN ‘89 
show pulled by the only BEP 
female plate printer Tammy 
Beals. 

Cards were sold by lottery for 
$50.



FM #8 
June, 2000

• The Federal Managers 
Association was 
established in 1913. 
They represent 20,000 
federal managers.

• As a federal agency, 
they can access the 
archives of the B.E.P. for 
their cards.

• They have created 19 
cards from 1991 to 
2005.



Reverse of FM #8

• Robert Hinchelwood
engraved “Indian Viewing 
Civilization” before 1862.

• Both he and Charles Burt 
were from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, and both worked 
for Continental Bank Note 
Co.



Side by side comparison of Hinchelwood and Burt



American Bank Note Memorial of Centennial 



Certificate of Award
National Bank Note – 26 ½ X 19 1/2
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