
CFSC MEMBER
SHOW & TELL

7 MARCH 2024



ON THE DOCKET
(IN THE ORDER AS RECEIVED)

• Mike Smith – Buyer Beware!  My Fake Coil

• Tom Lera – Indian Key Way Letter

• Jim Cooney – Recent U.S. Astronomy Stamps

• Newt Kulp – Postal Buddies Update

• Steve Patrick – Look Inside The Envelope

• Phil Fettig – Calvin & Hobbs and Prehistoric Animals on FDCs



Buyer Beware!

My Fake Coil
A U.S. Scott# 352

(Double-Line Watermark, Perf. 12 Vertical)

Mike Smith



How is this Done, and Why??

 HOW - U.S. Coils Are Often Faked by:
1)  Trimming perforations on either the horizontal or vertical side(s) of a 

perforated stamp                                              
2)  Reperforating an imperforate stamp on either the horizontal or vertical 

side(s)

 WHY - Early Coil issues were produced in limited quantities and therefore, 
have significantly more value than commonly issued perforated sheet or 
imperforate sheet stamps

Word to the Wise – Always obtain a Certificate of Authenticity for U.S. Coil 
Stamps valued over $100, particularly the Perf. 12 Issues



Let’s Take a Look at the 

Bad Guy – Scott# 352

Do you see what I see?



Let’s Investigate Further

Notice on a standard perforation gauge, the 
holes quickly become out of alignment as you 
traverse down the side towards the bottom

The holes are not properly aligned between the two sides.  They should be in agreement across the stamp

You can see how cleanly cut the holes are 
on the right side, especially at the top



Luckily, I bought this stamp from a reputable 

dealer at the January 2024 Sarasota Show who 

will make good on my ill-fated purchase!! ☺

Stay Tuned…

More to come on this topic in a future 

CFSC Newsletter article!



Indian Key Way Letter

Tom Lera



Real Deal - Indian Key Way Letter



Indian Key State Park Groundbreaking Ceremony



Florida Keys 
History & Discovery 

Center





Recent US 
Astronomy 
Stamps









Postal Buddies Update

Newt Kulp



















Look Inside The Envelope

Steve Patrick



Always check the contents!

 November 19, 1948 – Gettysburg, PA – The 85th anniversary. Why?



Ceremonial Program

 Presiding – Senator 

Francis J. Myers



American Ceremony 

Program Society



Calvin & Hobbs and Prehistoric 
Animals on FDCs

Phil Fettig



























WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE SHOW!

Next Time It Can Be Your Turn 
To Share Your Philatelic 

Treasures With Fellow Club 
Members!!
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