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What is a Stamped Envelope?
• One of the items classified as postal stationery

• Also called embossed envelopes

• Envelope with a pre-printed indicium

• Other types of postal stationery
• Wrappers

• Letter Sheets (also called aerograms if used for air mail)

• Postal Cards

• Special Use Envelopes

• Official Envelopes



How to Collect Stamped Envelopes

• Formats
• Entire
• Cut Squares

• Conditions
• Mint entire items have four conditions

• Mint – no printing and no cancellation
• Mint – corner card
• Mint – printed address
• Mint – with both corner card and printed address

• Used
• Has a cancellation and address (either pre-printed or hand written)
• May have a corner card (either pre-printed or hand written)



Illustrations of various collecting formats

• Mint

• Mint – Corner Card

• Mint – Pre-Printed Address

• Mint - Both



Illustrations of Cut Squares

• Mint • Used



Tools Needed to Identify a Stamped Envelope

• Basic tools same as for stamps
• Magnifying glass, tongs, color chart, accurate ruler in millimeters and inches, 

etc.

• Specialized tools for stamped envelopes
• Color chart for envelopes (different that a stamp color chart)
• Indicium die illustrations with detailed descriptions
• Size chart for the size of the envelope
• Watermark illustrations – different from a stamp watermark listing
• Recycle logo illustrations
• Sample chart of the knife used to cut out blank envelopes
• For a specialist – a detail reference catalogue



Color Chart for the Envelope



Indicium Die Illustrations



Watermark Illustrations



Envelope Size Charts

Left - UPSS size to 
USPS size

Right - USPS size 
dimensions in inches

Above – UPSS size chart – 
put envelope on chart to 

get size
Also gives size and 

dimensions in millimeters



Recycle Logo Illustrations



Sample Charts of Knives
A couple of pages 
showing knife die 
numbers after they 
are folded.

There are over 130 
different knives



Basic Catalogue

Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers

Section on Stamped Envelopes and Wrappers is 31 
pages (2024 edition) including reference material

Lists one entry for each indicium/color envelope
Lists different dies with small letter

Pricing for mint and used cut square and entire
(no separate listing for envelope size or 
watermark)



More Detailed Reference That I Use

• United Postal Stationery Society 
(UPSS) 2 Volume Catalogues
• One for 19th Century
• Second for 20th and 21st Century
• The 2019-2020 editions have 795 

pages including many appendices 
of reference materials

• Pricing for mint and used entire 
envelopes only

• Breaks down each by Scott 
number, their number, die, color 
of indicium, color of envelope, 
watermark/recycle logo and knife



Comparision

Scott’s Specialized

• Lists only 1 entry per die 
type/color of envelope

• 2024 edition has 24 pages

• A total of 702 unique numbers

• Basic information to identify 
different dies

UPSS Catalogues

• Lists multiple entries per die 
type/color of envelope

• Additional entries include 
various envelope sizes and 
watermarks/recycle logos

• The 2019-2020 editions have 
305 pages of price listings

• A total of 4035 unique numbers



Division of Difficulty Identifying Envelopes

• This is totally my own divisions based upon my experience

• There are exceptions in each division, but the vast majority fall into each division

• Easiest to identify
• Envelopes issued from 1960 to the present
• Usually 1 die and easily identifiable watermark or recycle logo

• Slight challenge to identify
• Envelopes issued from the beginning (1853) to 1919
• Some have multiple dies but usually not hard to distinguish between them
• Color of envelope sometimes hard to determine due to age

• Often a challenge to identify
• Envelopes issued from 1907 to 1962
• Relatively few new issues with many different dies of the same indicium and watermarks
• Due to the number of envelopes produced, the dandy rolls (used to create the watermark) 

often wore out making it hard to determine the watermark 



Sample of a Challenging Envelope Group – U429-U432
2¢ Washington – Carmine – on 4 different colored envelopes

Scott Catalog

• Has 34 entries (not including 
errors)

• Takes 2 columns (2/3’s of a 
page) to list

• This includes simple identifi-
cation pictures of the different 
dies with explanations

UPSS Catalog

• Over 800 entries (not including 
errors)

• Takes 32 pages to list all varieties

• Differences caused by multiple 
dies, watermarks, sizes and  
knives

• Two pages in the identification 
section illustrate and explain 
differences in dies



How Do I Catalogue an Envelope?
• Using the tools I have presented 

previously I fill in a wrapper strip 
with the information.

• Then I check to see if I have this 
envelope already in my album 

• If not, I create an album page 
and mount it

• If I already have it, I add it to my 
duplicates box.



How Do I Keep Track of My Inventory?

• I have created an Excel Spreadsheet with Envelopes I Have Listed



This is a picture of one of 
my book cases which 
houses just my basic 
stamped envelope 
collection.  The 3-ring 
notebooks being passed 
around came from this 
book case.



The End

Any Questions?
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