
F.D.O.I. on Souvenir Cards



The Bishop’s Mark

• The first type of British postmark was 
introduced in 1661, at the London Chief 
Office, when Henry Bishop was 
Postmaster General(June 1660 to April 
1663.)

• When refuting charges of delays in the 
post, he claimed:-

• "A stamp is invented, that is putt upon 
every letter shewing the day of the 
moneth that every letter comes to this 
office, so that no letter Carryer may 
dare to detayne a letter from post to 
post ; which, before, was usual."



“Earliest Known Use” – Pan American Issue

• Alan Berkum collection.

• Catalogue $30,000.

• Before the 1920’s, collectors 
looked for the earliest date 
stamps were used. No official 
first day.



First Modern (Cacheted) 
First Day Cover

• September 1, 1923.

• George Linn went to the first 
day ceremony of the Harding 
Memorial Issue and took 
about 100 covers to get the 
local cancellation.



Milestones in first day cancels.

• First use of the words “First Day of 
Issue” July 13, 1937 #795, Ordinance 
of 1787.

• December 12, 1928, first time a 
special station was set up so 
conference members could get 
first day cancels.



So, what was the 
first souvenir card 
with a first day 
cancel?  Exhibit A



B. E. P. portrait and Washington D. C. scene cards



Where in your collection? PNC, souvenir card, or 
first day of issue. UNCOVERS edition of 75.



Another UNCOVERS 
Home Run!

Bonus! Signed by 
engraver.

Czeslaw Slania
Created by SCCS member Doug Holl

*BEP engravings exist for all Chief 
Justices



BEP engravings exist for all Secretaries 
of State and the Treasury



Washington Scenes – Concordance?



Mount Vernon – Yes? And No!



Hugo Black has no card, but he has a stamp.



Supreme Court Bicentennial



Earliest first day Semi Official first day - SO #1

• Scott #1310 SIPEX stamp May 
21, 1966.

• The Sipex miner was created by 
the U.S. Bank Note Corp., a part 
of the American Bank Note 
Company.



Look for concordance!

• PS #3 was issued 
November 21, 1970, for 
the London International 
Stamp Exhibition. It 
honored the Pilgrim 
Centenary.

• On November 21 the USPS 
issued #1420, the Pilgrim’s 
Landing 250th anniversary.



Most expensive souvenir card ever? FB 1988A



The ASDA Collaborates with Colorano “Silk” Cachets



Another Colorano Collaboration



PS 47 – A great combo card!



PS 62 –A joint issue and combo card.



PS 64 - A thoughtful combo first day/joint issue.



B 11 – Combine institutions to their buildings.



B 23 & B 67 at the WCSE 1992



ANA #2 used to celebrate D – Day.



B-13 used by Lyle Boardman for four Texas events.
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