1936 Swedisiicelandic
Vatnajokull Expedition

Vatnajokullc means the glacier that gives water
largest glacier in Icelangicovers 8 % of Iceland
Average thickness 630800 meters
Several volcanos are located under the ice

Numerous rivers flow from the glacier & supply millions of gallons of
water around Iceland
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Hand drawn postcard of Vatnajokull




AThe 1936 Swedisltelandic Vatnajokull
Expedition was conceived blans
Wilhelmsson AhlmanriSwedish Scientist)y
andJon Eythorssoftlcelandic
Meteorologist) in 1925 while conducting

glacier study in the Jotunheim in Norway f=JFs =
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AExpedition Mission: to study the life &
nhature of the glacier (i.e. the rate of
accumulation; ablation and movement).




The everyday challenges & obstacles of a glacier
expedition under extreme weather conditions requires an
enormous physical and psychological exertion.

AThe 1936 Vatnajokull expedition involvesik men
living In tents on the glacier for 8 week$rom late
April to late June)transporting their supplies on two
pulkas(sleds- one pulled by 4 sled dogs & the other by
them)while obtaining scientific measurements of the
Jf F OASNXA Y20SYSyYyil 39 vy
precipitation & melting(the later by digging pits 4 to 8
meters deep into the ice); & at timexnduring below
zero temperatures at timeshowling winds, rain and
sSnow storms.




Members of the Vatnajokull Expedition

AJon Eythorssofficelandic Meteorologist; Glacier Explorer)
AHans Wilhelmsson Ahlman¢bwedish Scientist, Glacier Explorer)

AJon Jonsson (Jon from Lawgduld advance supplies to the campsites
and carry the mail to & from the glacier. He had participated on the
Alfred Wegner Greenland Polar Expeditions in 1380 He
was a policeman &limawrestler.

A Mac Lilliehook Expert skier & sled dog driver

A CarlMannerfelt (Calle)Expedition cook; Nordic Ski
Champion; Cartographer; student

ASigurdurPorarinssonExpedition member; student




Jon from Laud& Skar




A view of the terraig- Hoffelslbkull

[Photo. C. Mannerfell
HOFFELLS JOKULL
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GENERAL VIEW OF HOFFELLS JOKULL




Postmaster Sigurdur Baldvinsson
JonEyporssovatnajokull Postmaster
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Swnsk-islengki Vatnajékulsleidangurinn 1936
Svensk-isléndska Vatnajokulexpeditionen 1936
Swedish-lcelandic Vatnajékulexpedition 1936
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Known cancel dates

A All known covers & cancelled stamps on piece have one of the
following postmark dates:

A22.5.36 (on plain envelopes and earliest known usage)
A1.6.36 (first date on cachet covers)

A9.6.36 (date with fewest known covers)

A14 6 36 (on cachet covers)



Plain envelopes 22.5.36

AHans Ahlmann ihand of Fireand Icgei 1 S&aY G ¢ KSNB ¢
hundred of them (that Eythorsson had stamped and sent off as

registered mail) and when that was done, we only had about 150 of
2dzNJ alLJISOA T Sy @dSt 2LJSa ST ude

A The members of the expedition hastily had some cachet envelopes
created showing themselves transporting their sledHagdfellsJokull
which they hoped to sell to philatelist to help with their increasing
expedition expenses.
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Plain envelope

AA long journey from
Vatnajokull Post Office to
the U.S.A. via Edinburgh &

back to Iceland!

Depart Vatnajokull P.O.
22.5.36

Arrive  Reykjavik 29.5.36
Via ship to Edinburgh NO2
30.00.36 (date error)




Plain envelopes 22.5.36

Ir. Konrdd J. Xristi

Box 1061
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Plain Envelopes
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Ingi Ardelc Postman, Business man; stamp
dealer




A.C. Roessl@iunding member Denver Stamp club; published
Airmail Stamp News 1941®38; Airmail Society

Registered.
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Expedition Cachet covers 1.6.36

Scensk-islenski  Vatnajokulsleidangurinn 1936
Svensk-islindska Vatnajokulexpeditionen 1936
Swedish-lcelandic Vatnajokulexpedition 1936
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Expedition Cachet cover 9.6.36

Scensk-islenski  Vatnajékulsleidangurinn 1936

Svensk-islandska Vatnajo

kulexpeditionen 1936

Swedish-lcelandic Vatnajokulexpedition 1936
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Cut pieces 14.6.36




Hans Wilhelmsson Ahlmanrtbwedish Scientis
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Scensk-islenski  Vatnajokulsleidangurinn 1936
Svensk-isldndska Vatnajokulexpeditionen 1936
Swedish-lcelandic Vatnajokulexpedition 1936




Expedition Cachet cover

Scensk-islenski Vatnajékulsleidangurinn 1936
Svensk-isléndska Vatnajékulexpeditionen 1936
Swedish-lcelandic Vatnajdkulexpedition 1936

(83511 NOV- 10 3555
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Sigurturto school

Scensk-islenski Vatnajékulsleidangurinn 1936

Svensk-islandska Vatnajskulexpeditionen 1936
jokulexpedition 1936




Calle to Mac
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Saensk-islenski  Vatnajékulsleidangurinn 1936
Svensk-isldndska Vatnajokulexpeditionen 1936
Swedish-lcelandic Vatnajékulexpedition 1936
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A Jon Eythorssofficelandic Meteorologist; Glacier Explorer; Expedition Postmasten)ier

LOStFYRQa {GIFI3GS . NRFROFAGAY3I [/ 2NLIT t NBEAR

Of Jokull Journal; author of numerous papers on climate change.

A Hans Wilhelmsson Ahlman(Bwedish Scientist, Glacier Exploren)f. Geography; several
glacier expeditions; Ambassador to Norway; Pre5|dent International Geographical Unig|
F dz0 K2 NBR YydzYSNRPdza | NIOAOfSa 2y aYlFyQa N&X
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A Jon Jonsson (Jon from Lawgduld advance supplies to the campsites and carry the mail

0 &

from the glacier. He had participated on the Alfred Wegner Greenland Polar Expeditions in

1930-31. Policeman &limawrestler.
A MacLilliehook Expert skier & sled dog driver (frostbite)

A CarlMannerfelt (Calle)Expedition cook; Nordic Ski Champion; Cartographer; stuéénb.

Geography, Asst Prof. Stockholm Univ.; President of Swedish Cartography S¢bsty
highest award named after him).

A SigurdurPorarinsson Expedition member; studerith.D. Geography, Volcanology, &
Glaciology; Prof. Univ. Iceland; published < 200 scientific papers; pioneer in field of
Tephrochronolgy; Iyr|C|st (author of Icelandic songs); International Glaciological society;
LYGSNYIFUGAZ2YIE 1d3a200 27F +2{ Ofhafr Bighedt 3n@rd named

after him).
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