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N1 – N7 Points Up



N8 – N14 Points Down



Franco – Prussian War
The Occupation Stamps

• The stamps were issued in 1870 for use in 
Alsace Lorraine.

• Replaced by German Empire stamps on 
January 1st 1872.

• They were issued twice, once with points up 
once with points down.

• Unofficial reprints exist.



Franco – Prussian War
Combatants

• 19 July 1870 – 28 January 1871.

• Second French Empire led by Napoleon III. 

• North German Confederation led by Prussia.

• Area was rich in coal, iron, and agriculture.



Franco – Prussian War
French goals and capabilities

• Re-assert French dominance of Europe after the 
French victory in the Franco – Austrian war of 
1859.  (International Red Cross begins)

• Viewed Prussia as a threat by the creation of the 
North German Confederation.

• Napoleon III demanded the return of territories 
lost after the defeat of Napoleon I and a return to 
the French borders of 1814.

• The French military wanted revenge for the loss 
of the Napoleonic Wars.



Franco – Prussian War
French goals and capabilities

• French military still relied cavalry and massed 
infantry formations.

• Secret weapon was the Chassepot which was 
a version of the Gatling gun.

• After the Austro-Prussian war, French public 
opinion demanded compensations for 
territories lost after the defeat of Napoleon I.

• Napoleon III urged by the queen to go to war.



Franco – Prussian War
German goals and capabilities

• As result of the Thirty Years war, the German 
states were fragmented into independent city 
states, duchies, and kingdoms.

• An effort to unite this group of states by 
Bismark and the King of Prussia was successful 
in the creation of the North German 
Confederation in 1866.

• Ultimate goal was to unite the German States.



Franco – Prussian War
North German Confederation



Franco – Prussian War
German goals and capabilities

• Bismark assumed correctly that the southern 
German states of Bavaria, Wurttemberg and 
Baden would support Prussia in the conflict.

• France opposed this union and wanted the 
independence of the southern states with the 
“guidance” of France.

• German technology blossomed after the 
defeat of Napoleon I.



Franco – Prussian War
German goals and capabilities

• Technology gave the Germans two primary 
advantages over the French.

• First was the rapid expansion of the railway 
system that facilitated transport of troops and 
logistics.

• Second was the successful development of 
breech loading artillery by Krupp Industries.

• Artillery had far greater range than French 
weaponry.



Franco – Prussian War
A quick war

• France invaded German territory on 19 July 
1870.  Germans countered with an invasion of 
Northern France.

• Several battles in eastern France resulted in 
German victories and the capture of Napoleon 
III in the battle of Sedan.

• Paris continued the war for another five 
months until it fell in January 1871.



Franco – Prussian War
Aftermath

• End of the 2nd French Empire and restoration 
of the French Republic.

• France was no longer a threat to Europe.

• Unification of Germany and creation of the 
German Empire under Prussian Leadership.

• Alsace-Lorraine was annexed to Germany.



Franco – Prussian War
Aftermath

• King Wilhelm of Prussia was declared Kaiser in the hall of mirrors at 
Versailles.



Franco – Prussian War
Aftermath

• Napoleon III and Bismarck after battle of Sedan



Franco – German War 978-980

• King Lothair of France made a surprise attack 
against Emperor Otto II at city of Aachen.

• Both laid claims to Lotharingia.

• After 2 years of bloody invasion and counter-
invasion they made peace and Lothair 
renounced his claim to Lotharingia.
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