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A Rare Scott 5A Type Ib, Can it Be?
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Scott# 5A, Type Ib was produced only as an imperforate stamp. Six(6) positions on Plate 1 Early furnished 
stamps qualifying as Type Ib—Positions 3-6R1E and 8-9R1E, all from the top row, distinguished by the complete 
design at top and very nearly complete design at bottom. When first entered on the plate, these six positions (as 
well as 7R1E – Scott# 5) had the complete design at top and bottom. However, unlike 7R1E, small portions of 
the bottoms were burnished away. Positions 6R1E and 8R1E had less of the bottom erased than the other Type 
Ib positions, and for this reason they are more desirable examples of the type.

What is the Type Ib?



Scott# 5A, Type 1b, Position 6R1E

Certified genuine by the PF & PSE

Courtesy of R. A. Siegel Auctions, Inc.

Scott# 5A, Type 1b, Position ?? (TBD)

My Stamp, from my father’s collection 

(pending certification)



New Issues
U.S. & International stamps

U.S. – May through September 2025
International – January through August 2025



U.S. – May 2025

This stamp celebrates the 250th anniversary 
of the U.S. Army. Established by the 
Continental Congress in 1775, the Army is 
now a global force with a clear purpose: to 
fight and win America’s wars. Featuring the 
military service mark of the U.S. Army 
against a white background, the stamp was 
designed by Antonio Alcalá, an art director 
for the USPS

250th Anniversary - U.S. Army Forever Stamp, U.S. Navy Forever Stamp, U.S. Marine Corps Forever Stamp
May 16 | Washington, DC | PSA pane of 20

First established during the Revolutionary War 
as the American colonies fought for 
independence, the U.S. Navy is now at the 
forefront of cutting-edge technology that 
safeguards the maritime interests of the 
United States, ensuring economic prosperity 
and the freedom of the seas. Featuring the 
emblem of the Navy against a white 
background, this stamp celebrates the U.S. 
Navy’s 250th anniversary. Antonio Alcalá, an 
art director for USPS, designed the stamp.

The familiar symbolism of a Marine Corps 
emblem appears on this stamp to celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the U.S. Marine 
Corps. First established during the 
Revolutionary War as the American colonies 
fought for independence, the Marine Corps 
is respected worldwide as an elite fighting 
force, prepared to face any challenge and 
prevail in the conflicts of the 21st century. 
Antonio Alcalá, an art director for USPS, 
designed the stamp.



U.S. – May 2025
Baby Wild Animals Forever Stamp
May 23 | Aurora, CO | PSA pane of 20

Offering whimsical, eye-catching designs for letters and cards, these 10 stamps show baby wild animals 
from across the United States, with visual elements suggesting the habitat or behavior of each one. Tracy 
Walker designed and created the artwork by digitally layering colored shapes on solid backgrounds. Greg 
Breeding provided art direction.



U.S. – June 2025
U. S. Flag Forever Stamp
June 7 | Three Oaks, MI | PSA pane of 20, double-sided booklet of 20, coil rolls of Qty. 100, 3,000 and 10,000

Conveniently available in many formats, this 

stamp continues a long tradition of honoring 

the Stars and Stripes. Antonio Alcalá, an art 

director for USPS, designed the stamp with a 

photograph by Doug Haight.



U.S. – June 2025
Barbara Bush Forever Stamp
June 10 | Kennebunkport, ME | PSA pane of 20

On May 8 at the White House just a few days before Mother’s Day on May 11, the Postal People 
announced that they will issue a commemorative stamp to celebrate the centennial year of 
former first lady Barbara Bush’s June 8th birthday.

Barbara Pierce Bush (1925-2018), wife of George H. W. Bush, the 41st president, was first lady of 
the United States from 1989 to 1993, and mother of George W. Bush, the 43rd president. Born in 
New York City, the future first lady grew up in Rye, NY, and attended boarding school in South 
Carolina. At 16, she met her future husband, George H.W. Bush, at a Christmas dance in 
Connecticut, where he was on holiday break from a Massachusetts boarding school.

The start of her 54 years of campaigning for her family and allies came in 1962 when Mr. Bush 
ran for chairman of the Harris County, Tex., Republican Party. In the following decades the Bushes 
moved around 30 times as the family followed Mr. Bush’s military, business and political pursuits, 
with Mrs. Bush always steadfast in support of her husband and children.

Motivated by her son Neil’s dyslexia, she championed literacy issues. In 1984, Mrs. Bush wrote 
her first children’s book, “C. Fred’s Story,” told from the perspective of her cocker spaniel, with 
proceeds going to two national literacy programs.

The Barbara Bush stamp is based on detail from the official 2005 White House portrait.



U.S. – June 2025
$25 Wildlife Service Hunting Permit “Duck” Stamp
June 27 | Stuttgart, Arkansas | PSA pane of 20 & PSA pane of 1

Duck stamps are not postage stamps. The Fish and Wildlife Service 

produces the Federal Duck Stamp, which sells for $25. Waterfowl hunters 

age 16 and older are required to purchase and carry the current Federal 

Duck Stamp. Many non-hunters, including birdwatchers, conservationists, 

stamp collectors and others, also purchase the stamp in support of habitat 

conservation. Additionally, a current Federal Duck Stamp can be used for 

free admission to any national wildlife refuge that charges an entry fee.

Since 1934, sales of this stamp have raised more than $1.2 billion to 

protect over 6 million acres of wetlands habitat in the National Wildlife 

Refuge System, managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The new 

stamp is valid as a Hunting Permit from July 1, 2025 through June 30, 

2026.

Duck stamp designs are the result of an annual design competition, and 

are particularly popular with stamp collectors, as a result of their colorful 

designs. South Dakota artist Adam Grimm was the winner of the Federal 

Duck Stamp Art Contest for the 2025 issue, with a painting of a pair of 

Spectacled Eiders.



U.S. – July 2025
Schooner (Forever Stamped Card)
July 18 | Crystal, MN | Format Postal Card

New stamped-card designs are issued every few years for customers who want to send postcards 
with postage already included. The latest features an illustration of a two-masted sea vessel based on 
a photo of a 2014 replica of the 1923 schooner Columbia. Libby VanderPloeg was the artist and 
Antonio Alcalá provided art direction.



U.S. – July 2025
250 Years of Mail Delivery - Ben Franklin, First Post Master General (PMG)
July 23 | Washington, DC| PSA pane of 10 (2 Panes of 10 in 32-Page Booklet)

With this issue, the Postal People celebrate 250 years of operation, from the many years as the Post Office 
Department starting on July 26, 1775, and since July 1, 1971 as the United States Postal Service.

This issue recognizes the appointment of Benjamin Franklin as the first postmaster general after the the 
Second Continental Congress established a postal system for the United Colonies.

The Ben Franklin stamps will only be available in a 32-page booklet, titled “Putting a Stamp on the American 
Experience”. There is no charge for the booklet; there will be two panes of 10 in each booklet, and the cost of 
the booklet is that of the then-current face value of the 20 stamps when the booklet is issued.

Per the USPS, “Highlighting the popular series and subjects that give the stamp program its range and depth, 
this booklet–only the fourth ever issued by the Postal Service–commemorates the 250th anniversary of our 
nation’s postal system and celebrates the enduring influence of stamps on our shared heritage.”



U.S. – July 2025
50 Years of Delivering
July 23 | Washington, DC | PSA pane of 20

With this issue, the Postal People celebrate 250 years of 
operation, from the many years as the Post Office Department 
starting on July 26, 1775, and since July 1, 1971 as the United 
States Postal Service.

The pane of 20 stamps by cartoonist Chris Ware invites the 
public to spot a fun array of familiar postal items and icons while 
following a mail carrier on her rounds through four seasons of 
the year. From top to bottom on the pane, the horizontal strips 
go from Spring through Summer, Fall and then Winter.

The liner, or backing, of the “Delivering” pane describes the 
journey of the carrier, along with ‘treasure hunt’ images on the 
pane.



U.S. – August 2025
SpongeBob SquarePants

      August 1 | New York, NY | 4 Designs PSA pane of 16 stamps

SpongeBob SquarePants is an American animated television 
series created by marine science educator and animator 
Stephen Hillenburg for Nickelodeon. Each episode chronicles 
the adventures of the perpetually optimistic and generous 
main character SpongeBob SquarePants and his aquatic friends 
in the underwater city of Bikini Bottom. Only a month after its 
TV premiere in 1999, the show became the highest-rated and 
most viewed animated Saturday morning program that year, 
beating Poke’mon. Its popularity made it a multimedia 
franchise and the highest rated Nickelodeon series. SpongeBob 
SquarePants has won a variety of awards including six Annie 
Awards, eight Golden Reel Awards, four Emmy Awards, two 
BAFTA Children’s Awards, and a record-breaking twenty-one 
Kids’ Choice Awards. A Broadway musical based on the series 
opened in 2017 to critical acclaim.



U.S. – August 2025
Boston Stamp Show
August 14 | Site Schaumburg, Illinois, at the Great American Stamp Show (GASS) | 2 Designs, PSA Pane of 20

From May 23 through May 30, 2026, the world capital 

of stamp collecting will be Boston, host of the Boston 

2026 World Expo, the 12th international philatelic 

exhibition of the United States. To build anticipation 

and commemorate this confluence of art, history and 

international goodwill, two intaglio-printed stamps will 

highlight the special role of Boston in the American 

Revolution as we prepare to celebrate the nation's 

250th anniversary. Greg Breeding, an art director for 

USPS, designed these stamps with digital illustrations 

by Dan Gretta featuring the Old North Church and a 

“midnight rider” on horseback in Colonial garb.



U.S. – August 2025
Luna Moth (Non-machineable Surcharge)
August 16 | Site Schaumburg, Illinois, at the Great American Stamp Show (GASS) | PSA Pane of 20

This new $1.27 stamp for irregularly sized 
envelopes features a luna moth (Actias luna), 
considered one of the most beautiful moths in the 
United States. Artist Joseph Scheer created this 
composite image by using a high-resolution 
scanner with extended focus to capture multiple 
layers of a preserved moth. Derry Noyes, an art 
director for USPS, designed the stamp.



U.S. – September 2025
William F. Buckley, Jr. Forever Stamp
September 9 | New Haven, CT | PSA pane of 20

One of the most influential public intellectuals in modern U.S. history, William F. 
Buckley Jr. (1925–2008) defined the conservative movement of the mid-20th century 
and was one of its most recognizable spokesmen. Author of more than 50 books, 
Buckley founded National Review, one of the nation’s leading conservative 
publications, and hosted the Emmy Award–winning public affairs television program 
Firing Line for more than 30 years. Original art by Dale Stephanos features a portrait 
of Buckley, created by hand with graphite and charcoal on hot-press watercolor paper, 
then refined digitally. Greg Breeding, an art director for the USPS, designed the stamp.



U.S. – September 2025
Holiday Cheer Forever Stamps
September 13 | Washinton, DC | 4 Designs, Double-sided PSA booklet of 20

The contemporary Holiday issue, titled Holiday 

Cheer, consists of four new designs in a booklet of 

20 stamps that will be issued on September 13 in 

Washington, D.C., to usher in the holiday season. 

The designs consists of a trio of amaryllis flowers, 

a holly wreath, an evergreen branch decorated 

with fruit, and cardinals perched on mistletoe.

The images were created using a collage 

technique with gouache and acrylic paint on 

background paper from a vintage gardening book. 

The shapes for each image were then cut out and 

pasted onto an archival cotton board. Derry 

Noyes, an art director for USPS, designed the 

stamps with original artwork by Denise Fiedler.



U.S. – September 2025
Elie Wiesel Great Americans Series Forever 2 Ounce Rate
September 13 | New York City | PSA pane of 20

Humanitarian Elie (1928-2016), was a survivor of Nazi 
concentration camps whose dozens of works bore witness to the 
Holocaust and whose resilience and compassion continue to be a 
source of inspiration. Instead of bearing a specific denomination, 
this issue is a Forever issue for 2-ounce mail. The design is based on 
a 1999 black-and-white photograph of Wiesel by Sergey 
Bermeniev. Ethel Kessler, an art director for USPS, designed the 
stamp.



U.S. – September 2025
Winter Landscapes Forever Stamps
September 19 | Danville, IN | 5 Designs, PSA booklet of 20

Offered in booklets of 20, these five stamps 

feature photographs of iconic winter landscapes 

from around the country. Ethel Kessler, an art 

director for USPS, designed the stamps using 

images from various photographers.



International Issues – January Through August 2025
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International Issues – January Through August 2025



WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE SHOW!

Next Time It Can Be Your Turn 
To Share Your Philatelic 

Treasures With Fellow Club 
Members!!
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